Matters ARISING, January 2014 by International Livestock Research Institute
 Sign up for news at africa-rising.net 
 
 
 
 
Program news 
First Africa RISING program learning event 
On 24 September 2013, the first Africa RISING learning 
event kicked off at the ILRI campus in Ethiopia. 
 
 
 
The annual learning event facilitated learning  from 
program-wide activities; discussed project-specific 
methods, approaches and problems as well as 
interesting innovations, approaches and discussed 
specific sub-themes in detail. The next learning event 
will be in Tanzania, most likely in September 2014. 
 
Scientific advisory group appointed  
In January 2014, the program appointed members of a 
‘Scientific Advisory Group’ to provide guidance on the 
overall strategy and direction of the program, program 
coherence and opportunities for partnership. 
 
Documenting program activities in Ghana 
Each year Africa RISING commissions a journalist to visit 
a project country looking for stories, results, images and 
impacts. In October 2013, Charlie Pye-Smith traveled to 
Ghana. The next trip is to Ethiopia. 
West Africa news 
Promoting sustainable intensification in 
Northern Ghana 
“When I was young, we used to get eight or nine bags of 
maize per acre,” says Abukari Iddrisu. ”Now, I’m lucky if 
I get three bags, and this year it will be even less.” 
Abukari and his fellow farmers believe that Africa 
RISING can help them to restore their degraded lands, 
increase crop and livestock production, and provide 
them with better incomes. 
 
Ghana – learning from experience 
During the first year of the Africa RISING project, a 
multidisciplinary team of researchers held discussions 
with some 4000 people in Northern Ghana. The study 
provided an overview of existing farming practices and 
the constraints associated with crop and livestock 
production. The community analysis, as it is known, also 
identified activities that could increase farm productivity, 
reduce poverty and restore the region’s degraded soils. 
Farmers in Ghana cite benefits 
In a recent visit to communities in northern Ghana, 
many farmers 
participating in 
field trials said that 
they are “thankful 
to Africa RISING 
for the many 
interventions 
introduced by the 
project to help their communities.” One woman farmer 
said “I am happy that women are not being left behind 
in this project. We are also grateful that the project is 
helping us increase crop yields by introducing new 
varieties and showing us better ways to plant our crops.” 
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East and Southern Africa news 
Cross-regional perspectives 
At the East and Southern Africa meeting, Asamoah Larbi 
(IITA West Africa) and Tom van Mourik (ICRISAT Mali) 
reflected on work in the East and Southern Africa region.  
Program boosts productivity in Tanzania 
In Tanzania, farmers are 
active participants in 
Africa RISING crop trials. 
“I like variety 5. The cob 
has many rows and the 
grains have filled the cob 
well. There are also two 
cobs on the maize stalk,” Esther Liberati explains her 
number one choice from a set of 10 different types of 
maize. 
 
Climbing beans doubling yields 
Climbing beans are a winning innovation introduced by 
Africa RISING in Tanzania. The beans have tendrils 
which coil around stakes or strings and can grow as high 
as 2 meters, producing many pods and leaves. 
 
Ethiopia news 
Ethiopia team reviews progress and plans 
In October, project teams reviewed project progress 
and results, synthesized ongoing diagnostic work and 
agreed work plans for 2013-2014. 
 
IMPACT-Lite survey tool used to document 
baseline data in Ethiopia 
The International Potato Center is carrying out on-farm 
trials in 8 Kebeles aiming to demonstrate improved 
crops with improved management practices.  
Local knowledge a starting point for climate-
resilient agriculture 
Local knowledge is a valuable starting point in adapting 
farming systems to climate change. A brief by the World 
Agroforestry Centre analyses what farmers in the 
highlands of Ethiopia know of ecosystem processes so 
this information can guide project interventions. 
 
Photofilm training 
One part of the Africa RISING communication strategy is 
to document knowledge of the communities where it 
works. The project is exploring multimedia formats like 
video, photographs and ultimately radio and mobile 
phones as tools to enrich multi-way communication. 
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